Dear Gisela
Hello my name is Bethan Elliott and my friend Grace is helping me to do the questions. We are in 5k and would like to know some things from a German point a view. In our topic we have heard from Mr Knott’s dad and how he remembered having a gas mask and how cold it was in his house at winter time. He also used to get treats from American soldiers and watch Italian prisoners of war play football – extremely well!
We would be very grateful if you could answer some or all of these questions for us.
Dear Bethan,
I tried to answer all the questions. I hope my English is not too bad so that you can understand all.  If not you must write again.

__________________________________________________________________________________

Did you see your leader Adolf Hitler? What did you think of him as a child?
I never saw our leader Adolf Hitler - I saw him on fotos in our newspaper. I was afraid of him. I remember that on his birthday in april all pupils had to go into the playground, we held litlle flags in our hands and we all had to sing Nazi-songs.

Did you know of the British leader?  If so, what did you think of him?
I knew of the British leader Chamberlaine. I saw him in newspapers, and I feared him.

Were you in a popular school?
Yes.

What did you eat during the war? Where did Germany get its food from?
We ate normal things like bread, milk, fruit, seldom meat. I ate in all these years during the war only once an orange, never banane.

How long did you go to school for?
In the morning - from 8 - 12 or 13.

What did you do after school?
I went home quickly fearing that bombers would come.

What did you do at school when an air raid siren went off?

When an air raid siren went off we all had at once had to visit the cellar.

Were you good or bad in school?
I was good in school.

Was your gas mask comfortable?
No, gas masks were not comfortable. After war I used the bag from my gas mask for toys, paper,   pencils, personal things.

How was it with a rationing book?
I had to lend it from an elder girl.

Did you have a shelter at home?
Yes - in our cellar. I slept there every night when the bombers came. Every night!

Was your dad a German fighter?
Yes, my father was a German fighter.  

Were you evacuated?
Yes, nearly at the end of the war- on Christmas 1944 -  we were evacuated to Thüringen - in  a village near Magdeburg - my mother, my sister, my brother(with his six months) and my grandmother.

What leader did your family support?
There were no other leaders. But my family did not support Adolf Hitler.  
We only wanted the end of the war - peace.

What did you play with?

We played with dolls and other toys and books as well as with splinters from bombs or pulver from gunshooting.

Did you have any brothers or sisters in the war?
I had one sister Hiltrud- two years older than me. And in June 1944 my brother Horst was born.

(Thank you for reading our class’s questions and hopefully you can answer them all.
Best wishes 5k )
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