
 

 

  

SJS Year History  The Vikings Knowledge Organiser 

Historical Skills and Enquiry 

• I can use dates and historical language in my work. 

• I can draw a timeline with different time periods outlined 
which show different information, such as, periods of 
history when famous people lived etc. 

• I can describe historical events from the different period/s 
I am studying/have studied. 

 
 
 

Important Facts 

• The Vikings had left Scandinavia to set out on expedition to raid 
and settle in Britain. 

• The Vikings were great traders and skilled seafarers. They were 
skilled at farming, fishing, craft work and hunting.  

• The Vikings raided and invaded Britain repeatedly, setting up 
bases and taking land and riches, particularly from monasteries 
as they had easy riches and were not well defended. 

• King Alfred of Wessex, also known as Alfred the Great, initially 
fought the Vikings, also known as the Danes, but then peace was 
agreed, and the country was divided. Wessex and Danelaw were 
created to eventually be united into a united English kingdom. 

• As a result, from the conflict between the Anglo-Saxons and 
Vikings, two new kingdoms grew, and Scotland and England 
became firmly established. 

• England was ruled by Anglo-Saxon kings as well as Danish kings. 

• The Viking and Anglo-Saxon rule came to an end in 1066, during 
the Battle of Hastings. 
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