Wednesday 28™ Octoher 2026

Dear Parents,

Every Day Counts: Why Attendance Matters

At SJS, we wunt every child to achieve their full potential, develop strong friendships, and enjoy coming to school.
Regular attendance is one gf the most important factors in a child's success.

Children who attend school regularly are more likely to:

e Make good academic progress.

e Feel confident in their learning.

e Develop positive friendships.

e Build resilience and independence.

o  Feel connected to their school community.

e Develop strong social and emotional skills.

Understanding Attendance

Attendance

% Category
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The Impact on Leawrning
When children miss school, they miss:

Opportunities to practise new skills.

Discussions and explanations that cannot abways he replicated later.

Group work and collahorative leaming.

Research consistently shows a strong link hetween good attendance and higher attainment. Missing school can affect
progress, attainment, confidence and readiness to leam.

The Impact on Social and Emotional Development

School is ahout much more than academic learning.

Regular attendance helps children: When attendance is lower, children may.:
e  Build and maintain friendships. o  Feel less confident joining activities.
e Develop communication skills. e Miss important social experiences.
e Learn how to work with others. e Find it harder to- maintain friendships.
e Feel part of their class community. e  Feel anxious ahout retumning after periods of
e Develop self-confidence and a sense of ahsence.
helonging. e  Become less connected to school life.

We carefully monitor attendance so that we can:

e Celehrute excellent attendance.

o Identify concemns early.

e Work with families to remove barriers to attendance.

e Ensuwre every child has the hest opportunity to succeed.

Ouwr aim is always to work in partnership with parents and carers to support children in attending school regularly and
punctually.

How Parents Can Help
You can support your child by:

Contacting us promptly, if your child is experiencing difficulties affecting attendance.

If you are worried about your child's attendance, wellheing, health or anxiety about school, please contact us. We are
here to help and will work alongside you to find solutions.

Every lesson matters. Every day counts. Excellent attendance gives children the hest opportunity to achieve
academically, develop socially and emotionally, and enjoy a successful school experience.

Kind regards,

S

Rehecca Mee
Head Teacher



